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ABSTRACT: Khyber is located in the northeast of the Medina, at a distance of 170 kilometers, has been a stronghold of the
Jews before and during the Islamic conquest. Muslims have been able to open Khyber forts including Na'em and Al-Sa'b and
Abi Alnezar then Algmous and Aloutih and Al-Salalim.

Khyber forts erected on the Arab Planning for forts and castles, which were affected in the architecture forts and castles that
have spread in Egypt, the Arabian Peninsula and the Levant, and the distinction of being held irregularly ribs on the rocky hills
of high, clear idea disabilities through forts sloping (Tolos) on the way in Arabic, Which is to dusty slope which costs the
attacking armies hardship ups and downs, so as not to easily reach the fort. The idea was to create a high-forts are difficult to
climb vertical making them completely at the bottom and turned to the strengthening of curtain walls are so resistant to
bombardment or digging tunnels underneath or earthquakes by increasing the thickness of construction and fencing that a
thickness of at least at the top gradually rise and the use of ancient columns asourse in construction inside the walls

This research addresses the architectural study of the forts and castles in Khyber, as one of the tributaries of the architectural
heritage of this city, which was characterized by following the Arab architectural planning of military fortifications that had
prevailed in the Arabian Peninsula since ancient times. Through two axes: the descriptive study of the forts of Khyber and
analytical study, which include architectural planning and architectural elements and features of urban planning for the forts.
The research aims to highlight the architectural and military importance of the forts and castles of Khyber, the study of
architectural planning and architectural elements as one of the rings the evolution of Arab military fortifications.

The research also follows two approaches: descriptive and analytical study of these forts, and make a comparative study
between them and contemporary forts and castles to determine the architectural planning and elements, and to emphasize
that these forts and castles have been affected in architecture by the forts and castles that have spread in Egypt as well as in
the Arabian Peninsula and the Levant.

KEYWORDS: forts of Khyber, Medina, fortifications.
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