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ABSTRACT: The study attempts to answer the following major question: What is the effect of using the strategy of
constructive learning on teaching reading to develop some basic reading and thinking skills among first secondary grade
students?
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THE PROBLEM OF THE STUDY

The study attempts to answer the following major question:

What is the effect of using the strategy of constructive learning on teaching reading to develop some basic reading and
thinking skills among first secondary grade students?

Then, it answers a number of sub-questions as follows:

1-  What are the reading skills suitable for first secondary grade students?

2-  What are the thinking skills suitable for first secondary grade students?

3- How to set up a suggested unit in reading to develop reading and thinking skills by using the strategy of constructive
learning among first secondary grade students?

4-  What is the effect of teaching the suggested unit by using the strategy of constructive learning on developing some
reading and thinking skills among first secondary grade students?

The second chapter discusses the previous Arabic and English studies relevant to the topic of the present study. The third
chapter handles the strategy of constructive learning. The fourth chapter is divided into two sections: The first section
discusses the reading concept while the second discusses the thinking concept.

The experimental framework of the study:
The researcher developed an experimental framework represented in the sample, the tools, and the variables.

Chapter six presents the results of the questionnaire and the test relevant to reading and thinking skills.
The study revealed the following results:

1 - The reading and thinking skills appropriate for first secondary grade students.
2 - The experimental group outperformed the control group in the post-test of reading and thinking skills.

The following table shows the results of the post-test for the two experimental and control groups:
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Table (1)

The means, standard deviations, T values, and their significance of the experimental and control groups in reading and
thinking skills in both pre- and post-tests:

Firstly: Reading Skills

= Control group Experimental grou
'_E Test type group P group (T) Value Significance
Mean Deviation Mean Deviation

bo Pre-test 1.84 1.88 0.795 0.775 (0.236) Insignificant

2

©

j .

3 Post-test 2.92 0.978 35 0.743 3.09 Statlstically

S insignificant

£ Pre-test 2.02 0.834 2.01 0.809 (0.225) Insignificant

S

= Statisticall

S Post-test 2.85 0.861 4.29 0.990 4.83 tatistieatly
insignificant

c

2 Pre-test 1.90 0.731 1.90 0.684 (0.448) Insignificant

g

o

e L

X Post-test 275 0.978 3.36 0.765 3.46 |itsa|lgr:cfl|ccaz::1yt

E Pre-test 1.25 0.687 1.18 0791 (0.530) Insignificant

€

E .

3 Post-test 0.408 0.619 2.79 2.363 3.85 Statistically
insignificant

,5 Pre-test 1.086 0.771 1.18 0791 (0.580) Insignificant

5

= .

Z Post-test 2.67 0.892 3.25 0.734 5.18 Statistically
insignificant
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Secondly: Thinking Skills

[

-8 1.78 0.702 1.76 0.669 (0.164) Insignificant

© Pre-test

c

& Statisticall

8 Post-test 3.0 0.913 371 0.727 4.19 >ransealy
insignificant

c

3 Pre-test 1.8 0.714 1.75 0.673 (0.334) Insignificant

g

g -

S Post-test 2.68 0.883 3.25 0.751 4.70 Statistically
insignificant

oy

2 Pre-test 1.71 0.669 1.76 0.660 (0.349) Insignificant

S

7

[%2] . .

5 Post-test 2.8 0.883 3.73 0.764 5.61 Statistically
insignificant

S Pre-test 1.8 0.850 1.75 0.781 (0.284) Insignificant

(O]

L Statisticall

= Post-test 3.1 0.885 3.7 0.780 3.33 ratisticaly
insignificant

-2 Pre-test 1.82 0.650 1.86 0.681 (0.287) Insignificant

>

2 Statistically

< Post-test 0.284 0.925 3.69 0.724 4.74 N
insignificant

Firstly, table (1) shows that there are no statistically significant differences between the experimental and control groups
in reading and thinking skills in the pre-test. Secondly, there are statistically significant differences between the means of the
students’ marks in the experimental group in pre- and post- tests in both reading and thinking skills for the post test.

Table (2) measures the effect size of the strategy of constructive learning on some reading and thinking skills.

Statistics (T) value impact factor | Statistical Significance

experimental group
(N) = 44

control group 4.8 1.036 Highly significant:

(N) = 44 More than 0.8

Table 2 shows that the magnitude of the impact has reached ( 1.00 ). This means that the strategy of constructive learning
has a significant impact on teaching and developing reading and thinking skills among first secondary grade students.

It also shows that the strategy of constructive learning has a significant impact on developing reading and thinking skills
because the value of D is more than 0.8. In general, the results of the study indicate that reading and thinking skills should be
developed.

- Recommendations for further study:
A. Depending on the present results, the researcher provides a number of recommendations:

- Preparing various samples of curricula and teaching methods in accordance with the strategy of constructive learning
through creating real problems and asking the students to find solutions to these problems.
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- Emphasizing on teaching methods that focus on the meaningful learning such as constructive learning that allows

students to learn new concepts based on their cognitive information.

- Preparing courses and training programs for teachers, mentors, and students (teachers) in the faculties of education about
how to use and employ the strategy of constructive learning in the teaching-learning process in order to enable them to
master the skills of reading and thinking. In addition, the counselors should guide teachers to develop the reading and
thinking skills of their students.

- Focusing on using, through this strategy, the different means of evaluation so that the evaluation becomes continuous

or real and is not represented in the final test.

- The Arabic language teacher should use all the branches of the subject to develop the skills of reading and thinking

among his/her students. In addition to reading, literature is considered as a rich area to practice the skills of reading and
thinking. Essay is another area for practice because it reflects social issues, so students can apply what they have learned.

- Providing and designing many programs, educational activities, and different means to integrate both reading and

thinking skills in the curricula.

- Preparing a teacher's guide that enables the teacher to develop reading and thinking skills among students within the

stages of general education. The teacher's guide of the present study can be used to prepare the new one.

B - The Suggested Studies:

In the light of the present findings and the previous recommendations, the researcher suggests conducting research

and future studies, focusing on the issue of the present study:

e The impact of using the strategy of constructive learning on the development of creative thinking skills in the
subjects of poetic writings.

e The impact of integrating some constructive learning strategies in the teaching of different syntactic topics.

e The impact of using the strategy of constructive learning on the development of some comprehension skills of
literary texts among first secondary grade students.

e The impact of using the strategy of constructive learning on the development of higher-order thinking skills in
the teaching of rhetoric among first secondary grade students.

e The impact of early reading on the development of some reading and thinking skills among first secondary grade
students.

e The impact of free reading on the development of some silent reading and thinking skills among first secondary grade
students.

e The impact of using the strategy of constructive learning on other variables like creative thinking, scientific thinking,
and reasoning among first secondary grade students.

e The impact of using the strategy of constructive learning on changing the teaching style of the Islamic curriculum to first
secondary grade students.
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